
 

 
 

 
2015/ 2016 FLASH Scholarship Recipients  

 
The scholarships, awarded to qualifying graduate students, aim to cultivate the next generation of disaster safety 
and mitigation professionals.  Each scholarship has a specific focus that underpins disaster safety and resilience, 
including construction, engineering, financial services, meteorology, risk communication, social sciences and more. 
   
“It is our mission to cultivate a mindset within future generations that people should only live and work in buildings 
that are safe, strong and sustainable,” said FLASH President and CEO Leslie Chapman-Henderson. “With these 
scholarships, FLASH and its partners are infusing the study of disaster safety and resilience into higher education.  
We are impressed and humbled by the level of talent among these scholarship recipients.” 
   
Scholarship recipients include: 
 
Federal Alliance for Safe Homes Recipient - Nnenia Campbell, University of Colorado Boulder  
Her research explores how older adults rely on social connections at the individual, organizational, and community 
levels to seek information and meet disaster-related needs before, during, and after disasters strike. 
 
International Code Council Recipient - Pedro Fernandez, University of Florida  
His research objective is to characterize (near-surface) wind behaviors and their adverse effects on civil 
infrastructure. 
 
John Jeffries Recipient - Barry Dewitt, Carnegie Mellon University 
His research objective is to improve the efficacy of risk communications such as tornado watches and warnings. 
 
Portland Cement Association Recipient - Ehssan Amir Sayyafi, Florida International University 
His research is development of a new roof system for buildings that withstands high wind pressures. 
 
Simpson Strong-Tie Co. Recipient - Gholamreza Amirinia, Florida State University 
His research focuses on better understanding the structure-wind-soil interactions during a hurricane. 
 
The Home Depot Recipient - Audra Kiesling, Clemson University  
Her research looks at the public perception of resilience and risk in order to provide specific action items based on 
their beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors. 
 
The Home Depot Recipient - Alaurah Moss, Duke University 
Her research will explore what type, form, and style of information is most useful to augment local adaptation 
planners’ ability to set climate mitigation and adaptation priorities. 
 
The Home Depot Recipient - Trent Vogelgesang, University of Florida 
His research explores the combining effects of moisture and roofing specifically using spray foam insulation applied 
to the underside of a wood roof deck. 
 
State Farm Recipient - Pataya Scott, Texas Tech University 
Her research topic is on the probabilities of damage to structures with certain attributes with the varying tornado 
wind speeds. 
 
Winners were recognized at the 2016 FLASH Annual Conference January 27-29 in Orlando, FL where they 
presented their research findings. 
   
 
 
 
 


